
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

                                                                        February 20, 2015 

 

 

Dear Members of St. Cornelius, Our Lady of Victory, St. Pascal and St. Tarcissus: 

 

My prayers and blessings are with your communities at the beginning of this sacred 

season of Lent and as we begin our shared journey in the regional planning for Catholic 

education on the Northwest side of the city.  While the regional planning process was originally 

designed to address current and near future enrollment and economic challenges in your area, it 

is also the case that this initiative provides us with a unique opportunity to build on the strengths 

of each school participating in this effort.  The Archdiocese will walk this journey with you with 

the aim of deepening the sense of Catholic mission, advancing the academic rigor and 

excellence, ensuring program innovation and creating a welcoming culture for a diverse 

community of learners. 

 

Choosing this journey was not easy, and I want to extend my sincere gratitude for your 

boldness, faith and willingness to participate.  Your pastors and principals have been 

extraordinarily helpful in shaping the discussions surrounding this decision, as was your input as 

stakeholders, which was very affirming.  It is clear that we all share a compelling dream for our 

young people – they deserve our best efforts and greatest investment. 

 

My hope in inviting you to participate in this process is that you will feel empowered to 

share your expertise, your leadership and your sense of personal investment while collectively 

evaluating how to best configure Catholic education on the Northwest side of Chicago.  Each of 

your communities come to this process with a rich heritage and your own histories, which are 

bound to your parish and school identities.  The planning process must keep its focus on each of 

those identities and legacies so that whatever the outcome, the shared values, sacrifice and 

unwavering commitment of your founders will be preserved.  You should also know that as a 

pilot program, your work will collectively help inaugurate a new standard for collaboration in the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

 

Thank you for your trust and your belief that together we can and will provide the vision 

we need for our schools.  The regional planning process has my full support, as I am convinced 

that it gives us a chance to manage the future rather than have the future manage us. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

Most Reverend Blase J. Cupich 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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